
COVID-19
RAPID RESPONSE REPORTS

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

PERCENT OF PROGRAMS REPORTING SUSPECTED OR 
CONFIRMED CASES OF COVID-19 IN SPRING 2021 

28% 86.6% 55.4% 55.4%
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COVID-19 ADMISSIONS IMPACTS

STUDENTS WHO 
WITHDREW OR 
DEFERRED

PROGRAMS THAT 
WENT DEEPER  
INTO THEIR 
APPLICANT POOL

MAY 2020 FEBRUARY 2021*

*16% OF PROGRAMS INTERVIEWED MORE APPLICANTS

41% OF PROGRAMS REPORTED UNPLANNED 
SCHEDULED CHANGES TO DIDACTIC INSTRUCTION
35% OF PROGRAMS REPORTED CLASS CANCELLATIONS 
BY CLINICAL PRACTICING INSTRUCTORS
20% OF PROGRAMS REPORTED NO 
CHANGES TO THE ACADEMIC CALENDAR

CHANGES TO CURRICULUM CALENDAR: FEBRUARY 2021

INCORPORATING 
TELEMEDICINE 
INTO CURRICULUM

Clinical students 
participated in 

telemedicine visits

25%

Telemedicine instruction 
incorporated into the 

didactic phase

42%

MAY 2020

FEBRUARY 2021 

Programs planning to 
incorporate 
telemedicine
in the future

37%

PROGRAM IMPACTS

DELAYED TRANSITION TO CLINICAL PHASE

MAY 2020 FEBRUARY 2021
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IMPACT ON CLINICAL EDUCATION

PROGRAMS 
REPORTING 

SITES IMPACTS
FEBRUARY 2021

Suspension of  rotations 
by clinical site

68%

Clinical sites taking 
fewer students

84% Minimal to moderate 
disruption resulting from 

students with 
COVID-19

85%

WELLNESS & SAFETY

POOR PERFORMANCE 
& NEEDING 

REMEDIATION

VOLUNTARY 
DECELERATION

OR LEAVE

INVOLUNTARY 
DECELERATION

OR LEAVE

WITHDREW

DIDACTIC STUDENTS

CLINICAL STUDENTS

STUDENT SUCCESS DURING THE PANDEMIC: FEBRUARY 2021 MEASURES TO KEEP CLINICAL STUDENTS SAFE: FEBRUARY 2O21

• 89%: PPE PROVIDED BY THE CLINICAL SITE

• 83%: PPE PROVIDED BY THE PROGRAM

• 24%: PPE PROVIDED BY STUDENT

• 77%: OFFERED COVID-19 VACCINE

• 74%: DAILY COVID-19 STUDENT SCREENING
     PROTOCOLS

• 69%: RESTRICTED CONTACT WITH  PATIENTS
     KNOWN OR SUSPECTED TO HAVE 

             COVID-19 INFECTION

FINANCIAL IMPACTS

2020 - 2021 2021 - 2022

TUITION INCREASE

PROGRAM FEES

TUITION FEE INCREASES KNOWN & PROJECTED

• 35% FACULTY HIRING SUSPENDED

• 45% OF PROGRAMS FACULTY PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT FUNDS CUT

• 73% OF PROGRAMS REPORTED NEW
EXPENDITURES (MEDIAN $15,000)

• 27% OF PROGRAMS EXPECT BUDGETS TO BE CUT

• 21.5% OF PROGRAMS REPORT REALLOCATION
TO DIFFERENT LINE ITEMS
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2021 PAEA RESEARCH MISSION ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS

CHANGES TO ACADEMIC INSTRUCTION
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